
 
 
 
It is with deep gratitude and admiration that Lackawanna College announces 
the retirement of Head Football Coach Mark Duda who has made the difficult 
decision to step away from coaching following a recent diagnosis of 
Parkinson’s disease. Mark has our full support, and we are deeply thankful for 
the leadership, dedication and impact he has brought to our program and 
Lackawanna through his more than three decades of coaching. 
 
Before Coach Duda became a legend on our sidelines, he was a standout 
athlete at the University of Maryland, where he set a school record with 13 
sacks during his senior season – a mark that stood proudly until 2015. His 
exceptional collegiate career led him to the National Football League, where 
he was selected in the 4th round, 96th overall pick of the 1983 NFL Draft. He 
went on to play five seasons in the league, starting 34 games and appearing 
in 55, recording 9.5 sacks. 
 
Coach Duda brought that same toughness, discipline and knowledge of the 
game to Lackawanna College, where he built our football program from the 
ground up – transforming it into a national powerhouse. He has been with 
program since its inception in 1993, spending the program’s inaugural season 
as defensive coordinator. Mark took over as Head Football Coach in 1994, 
and for 32 seasons, led with vision, integrity and superior mentorship. A 
NEPA native, he is the active wins leader in all of the NJCAA, with 217 career 
victories. In his time at Lackawanna College, he has produced over 450 
NCAA Division I athletes and has helped produce over 25 players who have 
signed NFL contracts. Beyond the wins and accolades, Coach Duda’s true 
legacy lies in the lives he’s impacted. 
 
Coach Duda’s retirement marks the end of an era, but his influence will 
continue to shape the culture and spirit of our College for generations to 
come. He has also been pivotal in our transition from NJCAA to the NCAA 
Division II, helping to shape the future of our football program. From our 
many conversations about this new chapter in our athletics program, I know 
Mark was extremely excited about taking our football program to the next 
level and thrilled for the many opportunities that will soon await our student 
athletes. 
 
This decision comes after thoughtful reflection by Mark and his family, and 
we fully support him as he prioritizes his health and well-being. He will remain 
connected to our athletic department and administration as an athletic 
advisor, and we look forward to his continued advocacy of our players. Coach 
Duda, thank you for your years of leadership, your tireless dedication, and for 
being the heart and soul of our Falcon Football Program. You will always be a 
part of our Lackawanna Family. 
 
 
With Gratitude, 
 
Dr. Jill Murray, President and Chief Innovation Officer of Lackawanna College 
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